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specific rates, charges and conditions, and adjustments thereof, and/ or 

differentials among Parties' rate levels, charges, or services, applicable to 

certain cargo; and cost savings and more efficient use of vessel and equipment 

assets and networks through coordination of the members' capacity plans, 

layup, drydocking, or other off-hiring of vessels, rationalization of vessels 

and/or vessel capacity operated, or planned to be operated, by anyone or more 

of the Parties in all or any portion of the Trade, or of feeder vessels employed by 

any Party, the application of any such program to particular vessels or vessel 

strings, the terms on which vessel space may be chartered between or among 

the Parties and the terms thereof (provided, however, that any agreement that 

may be reached under this authority shall not be implemented unless it has 

been filed with the U.S. Federal Maritime Commission and become effective 

under the Shipping Act of 1984, as amended). Such ratemaking guidelines 

may include service contract guidelines adopted pursuant to Article 13.4 

hereof, and other agreed-upon procedures, standards, timetables, centralized 

communications and other common or coordinated processes with respect to 

all aspects of service contracts, including existing or proposed contract rates, 

terms, negotiations, bids, or proposals, to assist the Parties in implementing 

the Agreement's guidelines and policy objectives in the Trade or subtrades 
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thereof. The Parties or one or more of them may communicate with each other 

concerning any actions proposed or taken, for the purpose of achieving 

coordination of the implementation thereof and in the amount of revenue 

improvement, including rates, rules and practices, pursuant to tariffs and 

service contracts of each Party, while observing any applicable confidentiality 

requirements. Specifically, and without limitation, Parties may voluntarily 

notify each other in advance, through the Agreement's 


